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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 138-141 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Claims 138-141 recite, in some form, the limitation, "clips linked to the upper 
position of said modified edit resultant clip disable." Due to the indefiniteness of this 
phrase, it will be interpreted to mean: post-processing, the clips linked to the upper 
position will be represented by the clip in the upper position. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 92, 93, and 134-142 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Klingler et al. ("Klingler," US# 5,404,316). 
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As per independent claim 92, Klingler teaches an editing system for producing 
the edit resultant clip by editing the supplied clip, comprising: 

editing means for producing the edit resultant clip by applying the edit processing 
specified by an edit operator to the clip to be edited which is edit-processed {Klingler, 
col. 15, lines 1-8); 

managing means for managing each clip with the hierarchical structure by linking 
said clip to be edited to said edit resultant clip as a lower clip, or by linking said edit 
resultant clip to said clip to be edited as an upper clip (Klingler, col. 7, lines 64-68; col. 
8, lines 1-12); and 

control means for controlling said editing means based on the information 
managed by said managing means (inherent in Klingler, col. 7, lines 64-68; col. 8, lines 
1-12). 

Independent claims 93 and 1 34-1 36 are similar in scope to claim 92, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

As per independent claim 137, Klingler teaches a clip management method for 
an editing device editing the supplied clip, comprising the steps of: 

applying the first edit processing specified by an edit operator to the clip to be 
edited which is to be edit-processed, to produce the first edit resultant clip (Klingler, col. 
15, lines 1-8); 

managing with the hierarchical structure said clip to be edited and said first edit 
resultant clip by linking said clip to be edited to said edit resultant clip as a lower clip or 
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linking said edit resultant clip to said clip to be edited as an upper clip (Klingler, col. 7, 
lines 64-68; col. 8, lines 1-12); 

applying the second edit processing specified by an edit operator to said first edit 
resultant clip, to produce the second edit resultant clip (Klingler, col. 15, lines 1-8); and 

managing with the hierarchical stnjcture said clip to be edited, said first edit 
resultant clip, and said second edit resultant clip, by linking said first edit resultant clip to 
said second edit resultant clip as a lower clip or linking said second edit resultant clip to 
said first edit resultant clip as an upper clip (Klingler, col. 7, lines 64-68; col. 8, lines 1- 
12). Klingler allows the user to use the same edited dip in multiple storyboards, 
therefore allowing a hierarchy in which a post-processed clip is ordered below another 
post processed clip as claimed. 

As per independent claim 138, Klingler teaches an editing system for editing the 
clip to be edited, comprising: 

editing means for applying the edit processing specified by an edit operator to the 
clip to be edited to produce the edit resultant clip (Klingler, col. 15, lines 1-8); 

managing means for managing with the hierarchical structure all clips by linking 
said edit resultant clip and said clip to be edited so as to be in the up and low relation 
(Klingler, col. 7, lines 64-68; col. 8, lines 1-12); and 

control means for controlling said managing means, when the content of said edit 
resultant clip is modified, so as to make all clips linked to the upper position of said 
modified edit resultant clip disable based on the information managed by said managing 
means (Klingler, col. 8, lines 21-26). 
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As per independent claim 139, Klingler teaches an editing method for editing the 
clip to be edited, comprising the steps of: 

applying the edit processing specified by an edit operator to the clip to be edited 
to produce the edit resultant clip (Klingler, col. 15, lines 1-8); 

managing with the hierarchical structure all clips by linking said edit resultant clip 
and said clip to be edited so as to be in the up and low relation each other (Klingler, col. 
7, lines 64-68; col. 8, lines 1-12); and 

when the content of said edit resultant clip is modified, making all clips linked to 
the upper position of said modified edit resultant clip disable (Klingler, col. 8, lines 21- 
26). 

Independent claims 140 and 141 are similar in scope to claim 139, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

As per independent claim 142, Klingler teaches an editing method for editing the 
clip to be edited, comprising the steps of: 

applying the edit processing specified by an edit operator to said clip to be edited 
to produce the edit resultant clip (Klingler, col. 15, lines 1-8); 

managing with the hierarchical structure all clips by linking said edit resultant clip 
and said clip to be edited so as to be in the up and low relation each other (Klingler, col. 
7, lines 64-68; col. 8, lines 1-12); and 

newly producing said modified edit resultant clip and all edit resultant clips linked 
to the upper position of said modified edit resultant clip (Klingler, col. 8, lines 21-26). 

Conclusion 
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3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Rayner (US# 5,388,197) teaches a video editing system operator interface for 
visualization and interactive control of video material. 

Mills et al. (US# 5,237,648) teaches an apparatus and method for editing a video 
recording by selecting and displaying video clips. 

Rayner (US# 5,519,828) teaches a video editing operator interface for aligning 
timelines. 

MacKay et al. (US# 5,148,154) teaches a multi-dimensional user interface. 

Duffy et al. (US# 5,339,393) teaches a graphical user interface for displaying 
available source material for editing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam M. Lewis whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0720. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:00-4:30, Alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on 703-308-0640. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

KRISTINE KINCAID 

a! SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



